THE  ENGLISH  RENAISSANCE

writings in English and in Latin he achieves in a way the
prophetic poem "doctrinal to a nation", of which he had
dreamed in his youth. Milton is the fountain-head of the
prophetic tradition in English literature, the tradition of
Blake, of Wordsworth, of Shelley and of Carlyle.1 His Latin
prose writings were valuable weapons for the Protectorate
in its propagandist campaign on the continent, and gave
their author a European reputation such as no English writer
since the Middle Ages except More and Bacon had hitherto
achieved.

RESTORATION  THOUGHT   AND   LITERATURE

If Montaigne and Bacon were the most powerful influences
on English thought in the first half of the seventeenth century,
the "climate"of opinion'5 in the second half was conditioned
largely by the work of another Frenchman and another
Englishman, Rene Descartes and Thomas Hobbes. It is highly
significant that both these philosophers were mathematicians.
The latter part of the seventeenth century is the age of the
triumphpf mathematical thought throughout Europe. It may
be noted that mathematics practically assumed their modern
form in this period, when logarithms and the calculus were
invented. Descartcs's philosophy starts with complete
scepticism, both with regard to traditional ideas and with
regard to sense impressions. Looking for a "truth" in which
he could believe he found it, not in religious experience like
Donne, or in "Nature" like Bacon, but in the act of thinking:
"eogito ergo sum". From this proof of his own existence as an
imperfect being he deduces the existence of God as the per-
fect being, and from these two certainties he deduces the rest
of the universe. The details of Descartes's philosophy do not
matter so much as his method and spirit. Fontenelle, a
French writer of the end of the century, wrote that Descartes's
"method of reasoning" was "more estimable than his
philosophy itself". This method was the geometrical method.
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